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Khalifa Abdul Hakim! 
A true believer and patriot, 
Who died defending the cause of Islam 
Dr. N. A. Baloch 


The occasion was the seminar on “Islam 
in the Modern World” held at Karachi 
(January 28- February 2, 1959). It was 
sponsored by the Pakistan Committee for 
Cultural Freedom, and organized as part of the 
general series of “tradition and change: 
problems of progress” which was, then the, 
Committee’s main concern. Earlier, in 
December 1956, the committee had organized 
a seminar on “Religion and freedom” in which 
“an attempt was made to find out how far the 
political and cultural freedom of the individual 
can be guaranteed by religion in general, and 
1 Paper presented in the seminar “Islam in the Modern World”: at Karachi 
(January 28-February 2, 1958). Further note by Muhammad Umar Chand: 
Ann Lambton’s speech was on the 30" of January, Dr. Khalifa Abdul 
Hakim spoke on the 30" responding to her presentation. After his rebuttal, 
he went to Mumtaz Hassan’s office, and breathed his last there. The 
delegates invited at the seminar who had gone on to their residences, came 
to know about his demise on the 31“ of January. The Seminar was to 
continue on the first and the second of February. Dr. Nabi Bakhsh Khan 
Baloch (N.A. Baloch) presented this paper as ‘obituary, probably,’ on the 


first of February 1959. 
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Islam in particular. In the present seminar also, 
the general orientation was with reference to 
‘freedom, change and progress versus Islam.’ 


Beside Pakistani (Muslim) — scholars, 
foreign scholars on Islam’ had been invited. 
Among others, there was Von Grunebam of 
the U.S.A., Ann K.S Lambton of U.K., a group 
of professors from the American University of 
Beirut-Ziadeh, Zurayk, Faris, Mulhim Kurban 
and others. It appeared as if instead of ‘foreign 
scholars on Islam’ there were too many 
‘foreign Christian missionary scholars on 
Islam’ participating in the seminar. Their 
papers appeared to have been planned as 
feelers to test the reactions of Muslim scholars. 
As one heard some of them read their papers, 
one wondered at the conclusions they had 
arrived at. In the name of ‘cultural freedom’ 
facts were being distorted and Islamic values 
miss-represented. But scholars from outside 
were the worthy guests, and Pakistani scholars 
showed them all the courtesy and 
consideration by listening to them patiently 














and even not questioning them or taking issues 
with them. 


Pakistani scholars felt uneasy, but they 
thought the next scholar might be more 
objective in his treatment and valuation of the 
subject. These expectations did not come true. 
Some of the papers were so biased that they 
could cause any amount of annoyance to an 
impartial listener. 


A typical paper of this kind was that of 
prof. Ann K.S. Lambton, lecturer in Persian at 
the School of Oriental and African Studies of 
the University of London. 


Having been invited to this seminar, she 
had planned to express her considered views 
on such a weighty problem as “Islam’s 
Attitude Towards Progress: free thinking and 
individual freedom.” ” 


One wondered how a lecturer in Persian 
[Grammar] chose to write on a subject which 
was outside her field of specialization, but 


2 Ann Lambton had recently got her work “Persian Grammar’ published 
by Cambridge University Press, 1953, 1956. 
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being an elderly lady one thought that perhaps 
she might be capable of comprehensive study 
and mature thinking on the subject. This hope 
vanished when she said, “I shall not be 
breaking new ground and shall be drawing 
substantially upon the works of others.” 


Yet most of us were prepared to listen 
attentively to what she had to say. I had seen 
our elderly scholar Khalifa Abdul Hakim 
sitting easy and listening to the papers as if he 
knew what was expected from some of the 
scholars from abroad who were participating. 
In case of Professor Lambton, he did not 
evince or show any particular interest, until it 
became clear that the writer was attempting to 
capitalize on half truths and invalid inferences 
to show that there was no free thinking and 
individual freedom in Islam. As she proceeded 
to pronounce her typical judgments such as 
follows, I saw Khalifa Abdul Hakim reading 
the scripts of her paper (which had been 
distributed) more attentively and also looking 
at her occasionally. 














“All Muslims were presumed to be 
politically equal under the law, this 
equality status accorded by God to those 
whom he had chosen to adhere to His 
covenant, it did not extend to the Muslim 
of female sex.” 


“In theory the slave once freed enjoyed 
all the capacities and guarantees of the 
freedom, but in practice the freed man 
often held an inferior rank.” 


“The member of the ‘protected 
communities’ including the ‘people of 
the book’ were in practice subjected to 
humiliation and subjugation.” 


As she concluded by observing that “Islam 
was not primarily interested in freedom per 
se” and that “considerable restrictions have 
been placed upon the freedom of the 
individual, specially in the case of women.” I 
wondered what questions to put to the writer 
of such a paper, and what discussion could 
usefully follow this bundle of false inferences 
and insinuations. 














The Pakistani scholars were much 
annoyed at what they had heard for more than 
40 minutes. In particular, Khalifa Saheb 
appeared to be much disturbed. I saw him 
talking to someone who was sitting next to 
him. Then there was a break, and immediately 
as the session was resumed, Khalifa Saheb 
stood up to offer his comments on Lambton’s 
paper. 

It was a sort of round table seating 
arrangement Khalifa Saheb was sitting on the 
southern side. He stood up facing the 
presidential chair and the reader of the paper 
on the north, and the two rows of scholars on 
his left and right. I was sitting on the eastern 
side, facing west. Being nearer to the southern 
row, I could see Khalifa Saheb from a close 
angle, and I have never forgotten his towering 
personality, upright posture, bright shiny eyes, 
his right hand (and sometimes both) being 
raised and held to stress a point, and his voice 
modulating from low to high pitch. 


Khalifa Saheb started by pointing out 
how the Holy Quran unequivocally declared 
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that the believing men and women had both to 
carry out the task of governance, of amr bi-al 
m/aruf and nahy ‘an al mankar, and that Islam 
had emancipated woman for the first time in 
human history. The first part of his speech had 
concluded by quoting, commenting and 
refuting the conclusions presented by the 
writer of the paper. It was a scholarly, calm 
and calculated rebuttal of Lambton. 


In the second part of his speech, Khalifa 
Saheb began pointing out what most of us had 
failed to do. It was demonstration of his moral 
courage and conviction. First he regretted the 
attempt of Lambton to have misrepresented 
the attitude of Islam towards the question of 
freedom. Then he questioned the wisdom of 
holding such a seminar, in which under the 
garb of ‘scientific and scholarly discussion’ 
most biased views were being expressed 
against Islam and Muslims by the participants 
from abroad. Khalifa Saheb, now spoke as a 
Muslim, sincerely and emotionally, deploring 
the unwanted attacks of the visiting scholars 
against Islam and the Muslim society. 


9 














There was pin-drop silence in_ the 
seminar. After all, someone had spoken out 
without any reservations and with all the 
frankness and sincerity at his command. He 
had spoken for about 45 minutes, and after he 
had finished, his resounding voice was still in 
the air. No one stood up to question him or to 
refute him. It appeared as if everyone was 
convinced that Khalifa Saheb had spoken the 
truth and said what should have been said 
earlier. There was no further discussion and 
the session came to a close. 


I had wished to congratulate Khalifa 
Saheb for his frank speech and the sincerity of 
purpose with which he had defended the cause 
of Islam. But someone sitting by my side 
engaged me in conversation and by the time I 
was free, Khalifa sahib had already left. 
Obviously, he had left immediately. He had 
spoken emotionally and at length and probably 
he was not feeling well. 


Besides myself, there were other 
Pakistani scholars who had admired Khalifa 
Saheb’s forthright stand and wanted to meet 
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him and congratulate him. We proposed to do 
so on his return. 


But alas: Khalifa Saheb never returned. 
After his spirited and emotional speech, he fell 
within a few hours to heart attack. 


It was on the next day (the 31“ of 
January, 1959) that we heard while the 
seminar was in session, that ‘Khalifa Abdul 
Hakim had expired yesterday.’*? The session 
fell under a sad spell, and silence was observed 
in his memory. 


I heard from Maulana Abdul Aziz 
Memon‘, who was also attending the seminar, 
that after leaving the seminar, Khalifa Saheb 
had gone to Mamtaz Hassan Saheb? and had 


33 yesterday= the previous day, i.e. 30" January 1959. 
4 Professor Abdul Aziz Memon (also known as Al-maimani) was well- 
known Professor of Arabic in Aligarh University and patron of many 
scholars. He migrated to Karachi after independence. (Muhammad Umar 
Chand) 
> Mr. Mumtaz Hassan was Finance Minister at that time and perhaps 
Governor of State Bank of Pakistan later on, and a scholarly person, 
patronising scholarly pursuit, and an old friend of Khalifa Sahib . His 
narration of what followed at his office in the Assembly later that day was 
published in ‘Dr Khalifa Abdul Hakim Number” of “Iqbal Review”, 
published by Iqbal Academy, Karachi, January 1966. The article is entitled 
“Khalifah Sahib Ki Zindagi Ka Aakhri Din” © 8! 1S S085 (S Gale aus 
(Muhammad Umar Chand). 
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expired there. Subsequently, Mumtaz Hassan 
Saheb also told me how Khalifa Saheb had 
come to his office and breathed his last there. 


I have written these lines as a humble 
tribute to the departed soul. I have thought of 
Khalifa Saheb as a true patriot and martyr who 
died defending the cause of Islam. His upright 
posture while making that remarkable speech 
in the seminar has left an abiding impression 
on me, and I have often remembered him by 
recalling the occasion and seeing him in that 
posture making his memorable speech, as if 
setting an example for others to follow. 


2K K 
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(2) 


Khalifa Sahib Ki Zindagi Ka Aakhri Din by 
Mumtaz Hassan 
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